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GRACE EDINGER

Thank you so much for seeing some of the
characteristics that I had like Justin. I also
am aiding my friends with anything they
need. I am not the smartest at school or
the best at sports; however, I will continue
to learn and grow through experiences
during and after college. I will also continue to serve my community whenever they
need me. With this scholarship, and other
financial assistance, I am able to carry out
everything I do like the uncommon hero.

Receiving the Justin Sheftel Memorial
Scholarship is a tremendous honor and I
am so grateful that the Sheftel family and
the scholarship committee thought I was
deserving. I have always looked up to the
recipients of this scholarship and I was
inspired not only by their kindheartedness,
determination, and overall goodwill, but
also by their ability to carry on Justin’s
legacy and truly honor him throughout the
years. In the fall I will be attending Emerson
College to major in media arts production.
I hope to take my passion for helping my
community and combine it with my love for
film and help produce content that will help
to make a difference in our world. I hope
to honor Justin’s memory now, through college, and the rest of my life. Thank you to
the Sheftel family for everything you do and
for giving me this honor.

Receiving the Justin Sheftel Memorial Scholarship is such an honor and I am so grateful
for the generosity and kindness of the Sheftel
family. The award has a great legacy and
such a meaningful background that I am
proud to be a part of. Carrying on the values
that Justin Sheftel showed his teammates
and community means so much to me as I
enter college.

I will continue my education at Moravian
College for Sociology, Criminal Justice
and Law. I would like to become a Criminal Investigator or be part of S.W.A.T.
team. Doing this will allow me to build a
great relationship with my community and
hopefully have some positive impact in
this negative world. I will remember what
Justin would do as your prompt proposed.
I want to be kind to everyone and do what
I can for others.

I will be majoring in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Penn State University. I plan
to participate in THON and continue to play
soccer. The sports community and philanthropy at Penn State was a huge factor in my
choice and being active in those aspects is
very important to me. In doing so I hope that
I can represent my hometown and other students like Justin. The award is a great honor
and through hard work and engagement in
my school I plan to carry that honor for my
next four years and beyond. Thank you again
to the Sheftel family and committee, for this
generous scholarship and all of the work they
do for our community.

Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund Mission Statement
To celebrate Justin by providing athletic and educational opportunities
for underserved youth in the greater Lehigh Valley.
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The Scholarship program started in 2006 one year after Justin died. As of 2021 we have awarded $232,500 in scholarships. We now support
the Parkland School and Allentown School Districts, awarding scholarships to graduating seniors. We are very proud of our scholarship
recipients and their accomplishments. They participate when they can in the tournament, either as a player, volunteer or captain of a team.

Past Scholarship Recipients

‘‘

Jake Speigel
(2020 Recipient)

George Jenkins
(2019 Recipient)

‘‘

RJ Corba
(2018 Recipient)

‘‘

— Jennifer Wu Hung

Robert is applying
to medical school
and hopes to enroll
in 2023. He has been
trying to keep busy
while being safe
during the pandemic
and hoping that
he’s able to have a
lacrosse season this
spring!

Jennifer Wu Hung
(2019 Recipient)

‘‘

— RJ Corba

Jennifer continues to
virtually attend PACE
University pursuing a
major in biology and
a minor in spanish.
She is currently working as a UPS Helper
delivering packages
until the next semester begins.

Edwin is a
Communications
major with a minor
in Data Science at
Northwestern
University where
he also works as
their Social Media
Manager.
Edwin Chalas
(2019 Recipient)

‘‘

Having spent time during the pandemic as a Resident
Assistant at my University and in the classroom, I have
realized the importance of flexibility. There have been
many times where I have had no idea what to do or
what was coming next, but I learned to lean on my support system and trust those who were most important
in my life. Every day I am reminded of the importance
of checking-in on those around you and on yourself.
We might not have control over everything going on
around us, but we can choose how we get through it.
— Sophia Colarusso

‘‘

Applying to medical school has forced me to
practice some serious self-reflection about how the
pandemic reinforced my desire to go into healthcare
and strengthened ability to keep going through
obstacles in life. Watching my mother find ways to
care for her patients amidst such uncertain times was
inspiring for me. The hard times have fostered my
tenacity to find solutions and how necessary it is to
“oil the machine” to keep it running.

‘‘

I was so grateful to have been able to be on campus
last year and even have a full baseball season. This
year feels even a little more normal yet I realize it
is also a new normal. I have learned to expect the
unexpected and be ready to adapt to anything
making the most of everything

— George Jenkins

‘‘

A lot has changed dealing with a pandemic. I have
lost an important family member due to covid. I
have grown to appreciate the people surrounding
me and those who have helped me in any form.
Although I’m still working and studying, it shifted
my priorities to learn to enjoy life a little bit, to have
fun sometimes, not just solely work and study hard.
Life is too short to focus on the negative aspect.

George is a sophomore at the University
of Scranton majoring
in accounting. He
is a catcher on the
baseball team and a
student representative on the Student
Athlete Advisory
Committee.

Carrie Spangler
(2020 Recipient)

Mike Jenkins
(2017 Recipient)

Mike graduated from
La Salle University
in May 2021 with a
Bachelor’s degree
in Accounting and
Finance with a risk
management and
insurance track. He
is working as an
Assurance Associate
at EY in Philadelphia.

Sophia Colarusso
(2018 Recipient)

Sophia is a senior
at the University of
Pittsburgh finishing
her Bachelor’s in Applied Developmental
Psychology. She will
also be receiving a
Masters in Education
and Certificate in
Special Education in
May 2023.

‘‘

Pre-pandemic, I believed in the philosophy that you
can always find good, even in the seemingly worst
of situations. The pandemic experience put an
exclamation mark on this way of thinking and I realize
how important a positive perspective is. Living and
working through a pandemic, naturally isn’t ideal;
however, it is a reminder to look beyond what is out
of our control and focus on what is truly important
in life. We all have choices - we can choose our
happiness even in difficult times
— Mike Jenkins

‘‘

Jake is studying
physics at James
Madison University.

Carrie is a sophomore at Penn State
majoring in Agricultural Science. She is
the Flower Chair for
the PSU Horticulture
Club and works in
the Berkey Creamery
Commissary.

‘‘

It’s getting a little hard to remember what our lives
were like as young adults, students and athletes
before our lives were impacted. All I can do is make
the best out of the situation. I believe that the thing
that has changed the most for me was my mindset
and perspective on things. Seeing how the pandemic
effected some people really showed me how
circumstances that may not affect me directly could
have a significant impact on someone else. My
hope is that everyone is staying safe and healthy.
— Noah Moreef

‘‘

Noah Moreef
(2020 Recipient)

Noah is attending
classes in person at
Temple University. He
was accepted into the
Fox Honors program
and played for the
Temple Volleyball
club team this fall
and traveled to a
few universities for
tournaments.

Ryan Rizzetto
(2012 Recipient)

Paul lives in the
Charlotte area
working as a Lead
Software Developer
at Creative Systems
& Consulting. He is
pursuing a Masters
in Computer Science
from Georgia Tech.
Paul Tajiri
(2013 Recipient)

Ryan is a Civil Engineer for Dewberry
Engineers and lives in
Philadelphia. He is a
Captain for a team in
the Justin Sheftel Softball Tournament the
“Angela’s Angels”. He
recently got engaged
and wedding plans
are moving forward!

Jesus Alvarado
(2015 Recipient)

‘‘

Elizabeth Andrew
(2012 Recipient)

Paige is an oncology
registered nurse at
Penn State Health.

Paige Muth
(2014 Recipient)

‘‘

The pandemic really highlighted for me how
important relationships are. It’s not about what you
did, where you have gone, or what you know; at the
end of the day, it’s the people that matter. Isolation
has been a by-product of the pandemic, and
fostering relationships in spite of this requires more
intentionality. But if we are able to intentionally stay
connected, something even as severe as a pandemic
still can bring us together better than before.
— Paul Tajiri

Lizzy is now working
in a Senior Strategist
role within Vanguard’s
Retail Advice business. She is passionate about improving
financial literacy and
spends a lot of her
free time supporting
the My Classroom
Economy program.

Jesus is in his 2nd year
at the Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine. The past
couple of months he’s
been involved with
vaccination efforts in
Philadelphia’s Hispanic
community. He’s preparing for the medical
licensing board exams.

COVID-19 has impacted the healthcare field
immensely and things are still changing to stay
ahead of the virus. Medical education has also
been affected as we’ve had to work remotely
and adjust to socially-distancing learning. We’ve
had more in person events and classes this year
which gives me hope that we’re adjusting well.
Nonetheless, these unique experiences have only
made my classmates and I stronger for the future
of healthcare.
— Jesus Alvarado

‘‘

Like many others, this pandemic is continuing to affect
me. It has provided challenges both personally and
professionally. While it has been refreshing to have all
of our students back to in-person learning, the inconsistent education over the past 18 months has provided new challenges in our goal of “returning back
to normal.” Personally, I have been thrilled to spend
more time with my family. The pandemic has provided
an opportunity for thought and reflection and it is a
time for us to appreciate what we already have.
— Jimmy Hahn

Callie started her
own virtual nutrition
business where she
helps people with
Interstitial Cystitis,
a chronic bladder
condition.

Callie Krajcir
(2013 Recipient)

— Kristin Krause

Sydney Hibshman
(2011 Recipient)

‘‘

Caitlin Carlson
(2015 Recipient)

Caitlin graduated
from James Madison
University with a
Masters in the Art of
Teaching in May 2020.
She is currently living
in Alexandria, VA
teaching fifth grade
for Fairfax County
Public Schools.

‘‘

‘‘

Jimmy Hahn
(2014 Recipient)

Jimmy is a math teacher at Salisbury H.S. and
is the JV Boys Soccer
Coach, Middle School
Girls Basketball Coach,
Assistant Track & Field
Coach, and Student
Government Advisor.
He is pursuing an
MA in Secondary
Education.

The last 18 months of this pandemic has taught me
to live each moment to the fullest and cherish every
second you have with friends and family as you
never know what the next moment holds.

‘‘

‘‘

COVID has been such a trying time for so many
across the globe, but it has opened my eyes to a
lot. With an increased appreciation for predictability
and good health, I have developed a greater sense
of gratitude for the time I am able to spend with
others. I feel so fortunate to be able to see others
and spend time with them in person. Relationships I
took for granted are now ones I treasure most, and
despite its many tragedies, the Era of COVID is to
what I owe that new appreciation.
— Caitlin Carlson

‘‘

‘‘

I personally have been fortunate throughout this
pandemic that none of my immediate family has
been infected so I am grateful for that. This pandemic has been unlike anything I’ve experienced
in my life and I believe it will take a team effort to
bring the pandemic to an end and have things
get back to normal. However, the pandemic has
taught me to live each day to the fullest and
when safely able to do so, spend and cherish
time with loved ones.
— Alex Clewell

‘‘

Alex Clewell
(2016 Recipient)

Alex is working at a
technical consulting
company located in
Arlington. He began a
Master’s in Computer
Science at Georgia
Tech. He adopted two
kittens and they have
given him a lot of
laughs and memories
over the past year.

Kristin Krause
(2016 Recipient)

Kristin is teaching 4th
grade at Kernsville
Elementary School
and is an assistant
coach for the Parkland Girls Volleyball
Team which made it
to the state final this
year and won their
8th District XI Championship in a row!

‘‘

Olivia Schantz
(2017 Recipient)

Olivia graduated
cum laude from
Bloomsburg
University in May.
Since then, she has
started as a registered nurse in the
trauma neuro ICU
at Lehigh Valley
Hospital–Cedar Crest.

Sydney is shifting her
career in architecture
and design engineering to construction
project management.
Ultimately, she wants
to manage projects
for those whose
living conditions are
less than, well, livable
in Philadelphia.

‘‘

— Melissa Lawson

‘‘

The pandemic certainly was an interesting time for all
of us in the medical field. My personal experience with
the virus was interesting as it was challenging dealing
with patients not only infected with the virus but also
learning and understanding, first hand, principles on
resource management from the hospital perspective
as many of our elective surgeries needed to be postponed. As for family and friends, I am glad we are in
the era to use technology, as this has been a hallmark
of staying in touch with familiar faces!
— David Strauss

Michaeleena is a
middle school math
teacher. She is the
proud mother of her
three-year-old son
and welcomed her
2nd son in January.
She enjoys running,
hiking and the great
Michaeleena Cosgrove outdoors!
(2009 Recipient)

Emily continues to
live in Philadelphia.
She is working at
Shriners Hospital for
Children as a PA.

Kale works as a
Project Manager
for Maximus and
lives in Philadelphia
with his wife Lauren.
They were married
in July 2021.

Kale Sweeney
(2008 Recipient)
Bobby is completing
General Surgery
training at the University of Colorado in
Denver. He plans to
pursue a fellowship
in Surgical Oncology
after residency.

Bobby Torphy
(2007 Recipient)
Kim completed her
General Surgery
residency this year
at the University of
Southern California
and will be moving
to Charlottesville
for a Cardiothoracic
Surgery fellowship
Kimberly Shemanski, MD at the University of
Virginia.
(2006 Recipient)

Melissa moved
from Pittsburgh to
Philadlephia last
year and recently
got engaged! She
continues to work as
a CPA and an Internal
Audit Manager at
PNC.
Melissa Lawson
(2010 Recipient)
After 8 years in grad
school, Nick has
earned a Ph.D in
Robotics from the
School of Computer
Science at Carnegie
Mellon University.

Nick Gisolfi
(2009 Recipient)

‘‘

Living and working through the pandemic has put a
lot of things in perspective. I’ve found that we must
continue to remain positive and work hard, but also
focus on pursuing what we enjoy and building new skills,
if possible. We must do what we can to enjoy life, and
most importantly cherish our moments, conversations,
and time spent with family and friends.

— Kale Sweeney

‘‘

We have all learned a great deal about ourselves
and each other over the last 18 months and are
experiencing a new normal. Working in healthcare
during this pandemic, it has become apparent how
challenging it can be to deal with the unknown that
lies ahead, especially when we all had expected
things to improve much quicker. Throughout this
experience I have learned the importance of adapting to ever changing expectations and being even
more grateful for time with my loved ones.”
— Bobby Torphy

‘‘

Emily Stankolski
(2008 Recipient)

— Ben Breiner

Nick Homa
(2006 Recipient)

Nick lives in Durham,
NC, where he works
as a Program Manager for CATO SMS,
a drug development
consulting firm. He
has also been a part
of the tournament
playing on the Family
team and any team
in need of a player!

Bridget (Kolp) Horn
(2007 Recipient)

In July 2021, Bridget
and her husband
welcomed their
daughter, Aubrey,
into the world. She
lives in West Chester,
PA and is a CPA and
the Manager of Close
and Consolidations
at The Chemours
Company.

‘‘

Over the last year and a half I have had continually
increasing opportunities to contribute to multiple
COVID-19 therapeutics and vaccines in my work in
the drug development industry. I have most recently
been involved in a new vaccine and booster program. It has been a very interesting time for me, and
professionally exciting to be at the forefront of such a
major global focus.
— Nick Homa

‘‘

‘‘

What I have learned by going through this pandemic
over the past 18 months is to appreciate time with
family and friends more. After going so long without
being able to get together with anyone, I realized how
important it is to cherish those moments you do have.

‘‘

A thought I have regarding the pandemic this past
year: I’ve started to notice friends and family have
become more acutely aware of the impact they might
have on someone else through their own actions.
Nobody wants to be the person to pass the virus on
to others and jeopardize the health of an exponential
number of people. If this sort of heightened empathy
survives beyond the pandemic it will be a silver lining
for sure.

‘‘

David Strauss
(2010 Recipient)

Ben Breiner
(2011 Recipient)

‘‘

‘‘

David is in the 4th
year of his Urological
Surgery residency
at Temple University
Hospital with the
plan to continue into
a career in General/
Robotic Urology.

Ben lives in Manhattan
working in supply
chain planning for
Chobani.

‘‘

‘‘

I have experienced up and downs just like everyone
this pandemic. I’ve found strength in a network of
family, and chosen family, around me who I keep close
and to whom I owe a lot. This year (2021) I’ve lost
people who’ve been pillars to me and as I struggle to
deal with that, I find comfort that I am still able to carry
them with me and the lessons they taught me live on!
I was also able to see two amazing people finally able
to celebrate their marriage and other moments of our
joy and happiness.
— Sydney Hibshman

