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Nonprofits We Support
COMMUNITY BIKE WORKS

Community Bike Works teaches life lessons through
bicycles to the young people of the Lehigh Valley
who could benefit most. Over the past year, we
transitioned our programs to a virtual platform, implemented a COVID-19
safety plan when we could meet our students in-person, and connected
families with much needed resources and supplies. Bike mentoring programs
still connect students with essential, hands-on learning with strict pandemic
safety protocols, while our cycling programs connected students with more
bike rides than ever before. Highlights from 2021 include our youth leaders on
the cover of Bicycling magazine, our advanced cycling students participating
in mountain biking races across Pennsylvania, and our first Easton-based bike
mentoring programs!
As we continue to navigate COVID-19, Community Bike Works remains
deeply committed to our mission and our students. Our partnership with the
Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund is crucial to our work, and we are thankful for the
opportunity to help carry on Justin’s legacy. We look forward to finding new
ways to work together to offer educational and recreational opportunities for
the young people of the Lehigh Valley in 2022.

THE MIRACLE LEAGUE
OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY

The Miracle League has been providing baseball,
cheerleading, and activities for special needs families since 2006. Located in Lehigh County, the field
and playground are state-of-the-art, completely inclusive, and handicap
accessible. Proudly celebrating 15 years, The Miracle League has been a
place for kids to learn our national pastime while making friends, having fun,
and being part of a team. They offer spring, summer, and fall baseball seasons and activities year-round, including trick-or-treating, bowling, painting,
board games, indoor baseball clinics, a summer carnival, and much more.
They even started job-training skills at their very own coffee shop in the
concession stand. Thanks to the support of the Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund
since 2007, MLLV is a place that more than 200 players call home and where
they have a second family to cheer them on at every game!

FIRST TEE

First Tee Lehigh Valley & Berks is a youth development
organization teaching Life Skills, Core Values and
Healthy Habits through the game of golf. The program
began in 2000 in response to surveys and focus groups
in center city Allentown, which identified additional recreational opportunities
as the number one priority of parents and youth. Over the past decade, the
First Tee has served over 9,000 youth in the Lehigh and Berks counties. Current
programs include summer Programs at 7 locations, after-school programs at 5
elementary echools, and learning programs which include, Life Skills Education
and First Tee’s Nine Healthy Habits. Their core values are honesty, responsibility, integrity, sportsmanship, respect, confidence, judgment, perseverance,
and courtesy. For more information visit FirstTeeLehighValley.org or email
info@firstteelvb.org.

THE ALLENTOWN DRIVE

Like for so many of us, the pandemic had a huge
impact on the Allentown DRIVE program. Not only
were we forced to shut down the middle school program
in 2020 and 2021, but we reluctantly decided that it
would be inadvisable to conduct the summer program, as well. It’s regrettable
that we’ve missed two whole classes of kids. But hope springs eternal, and it’s
definite that with kids back in school this year, both middle school and summer programs will resume. We’ve received some consolation by watching the
progress of many of our boys as they progress in their lives. We’re so proud
of seeing the good citizens they’re becoming, and we’d like to think we had
something to do with it. The Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund has stepped up to
the plate and added an amazing amount of fan and financial support totaling
$90,000. Linda and Elliot recognize the value of this amazing program and the
impact it has on the lives of the students, teaching them not just baseball, but
values of teamwork, dedication and hard work.

Our Mission Statement

To celebrate Justin by providing athletic and educational opportunities
for underserved youth in the greater Lehigh Valley.
A note from the Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund: A general focus for the Justin Sheftel Memorial Fund is to have an
impact on the greater Lehigh Valley Community, working with nonprofits that benefit youth and are aligned with our mission
statement. We feel very blessed to be able to have an impact on the community and to honor Justin.

